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meet with historians, they cannot afford to be in the
company of scientists, adventurers, poets, painters,
philanthropists or economists, and themselves be able to
do no more than ' change the weather and pass the time
of day', they must know modern languages to be at
home with men of other countries, and ancient tongues
to be familiar with classical allusions Such considera-
tions rule the education of princes, and every boy has a
princely right to be brought up so that he may hold his
own m good society, that is, the society of those who
* know'

We hear complaints of the cast-iron system of British
society, but how much of it is due to the ignorance
which makes it only possible to men and women to talk
to those of then" own clique, soldiers with soldiers, school-
masters and schoolboys with their kind <" The boy who
wants to be able to talk to people who ' know ' has no
unworthy motive for working

We have considered the several desires whose function
is to stimulate the mind and save us from that vis inertia
which is our besetting danger Each such desire has its
place but the results are disastrous if any one should
dominate It so happens that the last desire we have
to consider, the desire of knowledge, is commonly depnved
of its proper function in our schools by the predominance
of other springs of action, especially of emulation, the
desire of place, and avarice, the desire of wealth, tangible
profit This divine curiosity is recognised in ordinary
life chiefly as a desire to know trivial things What did
it cost' What did she say? Who was with him?
Where are they going' How many postage stamps
in a line would go round the world ? And curiosity is
satisfied by incoherent, scrappy information which
serves no purpose, assuredly not the purpose of know-
ledge whose function is to nourish the mind as food
nourishes the body But so besotted is our educational